This guide welcomes and introduces you to Miserden Park
and its trees. The trail passes through woods and meadows,
using private paths. Some are hard surfaced, others not, so
be prepared for rough and/or wet ground!

The lakeside stretch is very close to the water’s edge, so
please take care and watch children.

The trail is about 1% miles long and c¢an provide an
enjoyable 1 - 2 hour wander though the estate.

Pathway - - _waymarked
There are 10 stops . Maps not 1o scals.

As you walk from START to stop 1 {Badger stile) enjby the
hillside vista of mixed woodiand (both deciduous and coni-
feraus irees) and the single parkland plantings {mostly lime)
on the pasture.

Although the grassiand has been ‘improved’ it still contains
many species of wild grasses and flowers typical of lime-
stone areas ¢.9. Rough Hawkbit and Cowslip. ] g;‘-}? -
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The Miserden Estate features many fine Beech Trees and
you will see them all along the trail. Their shallow rooting
system is well adaptad to the thin soils overlving limestone.

In wocedlands their dense leaf canopy shades out most other
; plant lite. The smooih, sinewy trunk and branches with light
grey bark are. unmistakable. Beech also provides valuable
\ timber. s e
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Unlike the Beech the Larch is not native to Britain. It is fast
growing and hence popular in commercial planiations. It is
also ane of the few conifers to lose its needles in the
autumn.

The Scots Pine is Britain's only native Pine and is easily
recognised by its pinky/orange bark on higher ifrunk and
branches.

Scets Pine
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L save woodland track at stop 2 and
follow hard path to bridge. Laok out
for two evergreen shrubs.

Al Portugese Lauret - see fragrant flowers in june
B. Box - native to Britain

Both these will grow as shrubs or small trees.

At stop 3 lock left along the Frome Vailey.

The river and its valley have had a marked influence on the
history of the area providing a reute for canal, road and rail.
The waters of the lower river provided power for the cloth
trade of the 18th and 19th centuries and were also used as a
cleansing agent in the dyeing industry.

Here in the upper reaches the flow of water has been con-
trolied over the centuries by a series of weirs.

The steep Beech woods along the reach between Miserden
and Chalford aptly justify the name “Golden Valley” when
viewed in the Autumn.

You will also see on the lefi of the bridge a row of poliarded
white willows (red twigged variety). By repeated cutting of
branches at the same height the tree takes on its characte-
ristic pollard shape. The cut branches were once used as a
continuous supply of small poles for many farm uses.

Willow - leaves
and pollarded
-a— free

Stop 3 is a good place to pause awhile and observe several
good specimens of both common & less well known trees.
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Note the deep rough vert-
ical ridges in the bark of
tree (D) and compare it
with a smoother bark of
small rounded plates of
tras {C).

The overall shape of trees
(E, F & () are similar but
foliage patterns and varied
shapes of their small
cones distinguish tham.
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® Yew - traditional churchyard tree.

Wellingtonia - giant from California - grows aver there to 300
ft. plus and lives 1000's of years. its thick spongy bark protects
it from forest fires.

@ Noble Fir - beautiful silvery blue/green needles - large cones
'hang’.

® English Gak - supports mere species of wildlife (especially
insacts) than any other British tree.

Please note - this list does not exhaust the tree species you
can see from this point

Follow path from stop 3 through wood and along left side of
River Frome.

On the right of the river a steep wooded slope is the site of
the remains of a Norman castle. There is no access.
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Before reaching the stream you will
have passed the huge trunks of some
Douglas Fir. In Britain they have
outgrown all other trees. The tallest
here reaches over 108 fi.

They are named after David Douglas
who first brought back seeds from
British Columbia where they reach
400 ft.

Look out for cones on the ground.

lts timber was once used for ships
masts and today planks of the timber
are used for hoat building, among
other important uses.
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At stream crossing Y you are likely 3 3
to see hoof prints like this............. R
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At Z, stepping stones, you may take alternative route to right
bank and recross later at stop 4.

Lining the river along this streich are native Field Mapies
{picture of ieaf on next page).
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Approaching stop 4 you
will also pass a number of
varieties of Lawson
Cypress including a
variegated one.

Stop 4 is marked by an
old Eastern Hemiock -
foliage is sparse and high
up on the tree but you will
recognise this one by its
typical forked trun k.

Sweet Reed
Grass

Follow the grassy path from stop 4 alongside the wood to-
wards the lake. o1l
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,/ planted with Italian Rye
Grass but also contains
strong colonies of plants
such as welted Thistle ]
and Comfrey ﬂ
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Around the edge of the lake grows
Sweet Reed Grass.

Between stops 4 and 5 are a row of
Norway Maples. The leaves are similar to
Field Maple {stops 3-5}, Japanese Maple
(stop 5} and Commmon Sycamore. They are
all of the Acer family. Compare leaves and
seeds.

Field Mapie

Norway
Maple

In front of the Norway Maple are
small Crab Apples but perhaps the
most striking species along here is
the White Poplar - you cannot miss
the ‘white’ leaves and its bark is also
very distinciive.

They are, unfortunately, very prone
to snow and wind damage.

Bark of White
Poplar

As you approach stop 5 look left
between the Sycamores trunks and
foliage - you should see the rough
reddish bark of a Wellingionia and
the well known but strange form of
a Monkey Puzzle (Chile Pinel.

Then iook out for the Japanese
Maple which is best seen in autumn
when the leaves turn brilliant red. It
is adjacent to a large Ash and oppo-
site, on your right, is a Yew.

The Yew {Yw in welsh) is the only
tree to have retained its ancient
celtic name. It was once used for
archery bows because of exceptional
elasticity and suppleness.

it is a very long-lived tree - some
churchyard veterans being over
1000 years old.

-af— Yew tree
and leaves — g




Just past stop 5 you can gst a clear view of the lake and
apposite bank.

Water attracts wildlife and during much of the year there is
an obvicus preening area favoured by ducks - including
mattard, teal, tufied duck, moorhen and coot.

you may also see the guick turquoise flash of a kingfisher.
The island provides a secure and sheltered breeding ground
for many birds

The lake contains brown trout.
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Follow the path 1o stop 6 but teke care as in parts it is steep
and close to the watet's edge.

Between stops b and 6 you will note the tall trunks of mature
Beech trees, many being over 80 years old. {maximum age
for Beech will exceed 200 years.) Look for holes in their
trunks which the nuthaich uses for nests and plasters up
with clay. The gales and heavy snow of 1981/82 caused
severe damage to the wood and many old trees were
uprooted.

The woods were once more densely stocked and the
remaining Beeches reveal how close grown they were by
their lack of iower boughs, and crowns which open up high
an the tree to reach the light.
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Approaching Stop 6 the traif passes

in front of a Box tree 'hedgs’ and
arrives at the end of lake. Here you
can examine a 100 year old Norway
Spruce and compare it with a 30 year
cld plantation of the same species
straight ahead. The wood of this tree
is not a durabte but is used for joinery,
plywood and pulp.

Here you have a good view across the
iake and can obsarve a varisty of
tree shapes.

Norway Spruce




